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Fall Hearings



What’s the Debate?
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Breaking News



Sources: Politico Playbook newsletter, October 16, 2017; Dwyer Gunn, “Everything you need to know about the debt ceiling,” Forbes, October 13, 2017, . 

Dec. 22
• Continuing Resolution expires

December

Congressional Calendar
End of Year Priorities

• The Children’s Health Insurance Program, 
(CHIP) has expired; The CR allows States out 
of money to get a reprieve but does not 
permanently extend the program.  The House 
passed a 5 year extension on November 3rd

• On Dec 12th, Treasury executed the first 
extraordinary measures to avoid breaching the 
debt ceiling. 

• President Trump announced he will stop 
making CSR payments (which help insure 
low-income people) – Senator Collins received 
an assurance payments would be extended 

• Republicans in Congress are pushing to clear 
tax reform by the end of 2017 



November 6, 2017  | Madelaine Pisani

2018 legislative and campaign deadlines
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Sources: National Journal Research.

■ Jan. 3: Congress enters 2018 session

■ Feb. 5: President’s Budget Request (approx date)
■ Feb. – March : FY 2018 Omnibus
■ March ?: Debt Ceiling breached
■ March 6: Anyone whose DACA work permit 

expires on or after this date does not have the option 
to renew and will lose all DACA protections

■ March 31: FAA reauthorization deadline
■ July 1: The Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) 

expires
■ July 27: August Congressional recess begins

■ Sep. 4: Congress returns from August recess
■ Sep. 30: Child Care Entitlement - Sec. 418 of the 

Social Security Act expires
■ Sep. 30: End of the 2018 Fiscal Year

■ Oct. 1: Fiscal Year 2019 begins

■ Nov. 6: Midterm elections

■ Dec. 13: Congress ends 2018 session

■ Legislative    ■ Regulatory ■ Other



Little Volatility Likely in the 
2018 House Elections

April 17, 2017  |  Madelaine Pisani

Source: Cook subscriber briefing, April 4, 2017; Charlie Cook, “Uphill climb for Democrats in 2018,” The Cook Political Report, December 2, 2016.
10

There are 23 Republicans sitting in districts carried by 
Secretary Clinton and just 12 Democrats in districts 
won by President Trump

There is no route for the Democrats to win a majority 
in the House without winning at least one of the 
districts Trump carried in 2016



Senate Dems are defending 25 seats in 2018, 
three toss-ups

2018 COOK SENATE RANKINGS

40
November 14, 2017  | Daniel Stublen and Adriana Morton

THE COOK POLITICAL REPORT
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Solid Democrat Likely Democrat Lean Democrat Toss Up Lean Republican Likely Republican Solid Republican

Wicker (MS)
Fisher (NE)
Cruz (TX)

Hatch (UT)*
Barrasso (WY)

Nelson (FL)
Brown (OH)
King (ME)(I)

Heitkamp (ND)

Stebenow (MI)
Tester (MT)

Menendez (NJ)*
Casey (PA)
Kaine (VA)

Baldwin (WI)

Feinstein (CA)
Murphy (CT)
Carper (DE)
Hirono (HI)

Cardin (MD)
Warren (MA)

Klobuchar (MN)
Heinrich (NM)
Gillibrand (NY)

Whitehouse (RI)
Cantwell (WA)
Sanders (VT)(I)

* Potential retirement 
** Announced retirement

Donnelly (IN)
McCaskill (MO)
Manchin (WV)

Heller (NV)
Flake (AZ)

Strange (AL)

Corker (TN)**

NB: Corker and Strange refer to their seats rather then the candidates who announced retirement and lost a special election primary challenge, respectively.
Source: The Cook Political Report, September 29, 2017.
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August 17, 2017  | Madelaine Pisani

2018 COOK SENATE RANKINGS

Senate seats in play, by election year

Parties will take turns playing 
defense in upcoming elections

Source: The Cook Political Report, 2017.
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