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• Laboratories closed or nearly so
• Communications suboptimal
• Conferences and meetings cancelled or disrupted
• Supply chains interrupted; resources lost
• Widespread financial losses
• Required telework has disparate effects (e.g. childcare)
• Anxiety high, especially for early career investigators

Extensive Disruption

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46309

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46309
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https://news.bloomberglaw.com/pharma -and-life -sciences/virus-will-cost-n ih-10-b illion-in-lost-re search-d irector-warns

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/pharma-and-life-sciences/virus-will-cost-nih-10-billion-in-lost-research-director-warns


6

Flexibilities and Accommodations
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• Extramural staff are working remotely

• We continue to process applications and make awards

• We are conducting peer review meetings virtually
• Since March 16: 520 meetings, average 9 meetings / day

• We are working diligently to provide funding opportunities to 
support COVID -19 research

NIH is Open for Business
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• Application deadlines
• Donating research supplies
• Salaries and stipends
• Human subject research, clinical trials
• Animal research, guidance to IACUCs
• Extensions on reporting; flexibility on expenditures
• Accommodations for loss of time

Accommodations and Flexibilities

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural -disasters/corona -virus.htm

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural-disasters/corona-virus.htm
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• For general questions regarding COVID -19 flex ibilitie s, con tact NIH’s 
Office  of Extram ura l Research  a t gran tspolicy@nih .gov

• For questions specific to  your NIH award , con tact the  gran ts 
m anagem ent or p rogram  sta ff a t the  fund ing institu te  or cen te r

Advice  for Applican ts & Recip ien ts

FAQs frequently upda ted . Check back often!
h ttps://gran ts.n ih .gov/policy/na tura l-d isaste rs/corona-virus.h tm

mailto:grantspolicy@nih.gov
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural-disasters/corona-virus.htm
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• Unprecedented stresses
• Concerns about impact on workforce
• Lost productivity and resources
• OMB administrative flexibilities, accommodations
• Continuing receipt, review, issuance of awards
• Follow developments and FAQs at our web site

Closing Thoughts
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