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Statute
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Section 2039 requires the NIH Director to 
convene a working group under the ACD to 
develop and issue recommendations through 
the ACD for a formal policy, which may 
incorporate or be informed by relevant existing 
and ongoing activities, to enhance rigor and 
reproducibility of scientific research funded 
by NIH.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/34/text?q={"search":["114-255"]}&r=1#toc-H4954A3235E9F42CB93EC35DDD7CB416D


ACD Working Group

• ACD
– Russ Altman (Chair)
– Mary Sue Coleman
– Lisa Cooper
– Jose Florez
– Linda Griffith
– Peter MacLeish

• NIH
– Michael Lauer
– Pritty Joshi
– Jennifer Plank-Bazinet
– Patricia Valdez
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Pilots

Few Years Ago
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Pilots

New 
Biosketch

Notices

More Notices

More Notices

Updated 
application & 
RPPR 
instructions

Updated 
review 
language

(See handout for links to notices)

Moving to Now…



Multi-Stakeholder Approach
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Co-Sponsored NIH 
Guidelines for 

Preclinical Reporting
AAAS

Signed on to NIH 
Guidelines for 

Preclinical Reporting
SfN

AACR

Webpages for R&R 
Resources

SfN
APS

Published Reports with 
Recs for Enhancing 

Rigor
FASEB
ASM

ASCB

Hosted 
Symposia/Sessions on 

R&R
FASEB

APS
AAAS

Responded to NIH RFI 
Inviting Comment on 

Reagent-Related 
Barriers

AAI
The Endocrine Society

Conducted a Member 
Survey on 

Reproducibility
ASCB

Multi-Stakeholder Approach
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RPG Application and Review



Resources
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https://grants.nih.gov/reproducibility/index.htm
https://www.nigms.nih.gov/training/pages/clearinghouse-for-training-modules-to-enhance-data-reproducibility.aspx

https://grants.nih.gov/reproducibility/index.htm
https://www.nigms.nih.gov/training/pages/clearinghouse-for-training-modules-to-enhance-data-reproducibility.aspx
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21st

Century 
Cures 
Act

First 
meeting 
of the 
ACD WG

May 25, 
2017 June 8-9, 

2017

Prelim 
report to 
full ACD

Second 
meeting 
of the 
ACD WG

TBD

Final 
Report 
from the 
ACD WG 
(TBD)

NIH report 
to 
Congress

NIH 
action on 
ACD WG 
recs

TBD
(before June 2018)

TBD
(before Dec 2018)

Timeline for ACD WG



Interim Recommendations

• Application
– Highlight what’s important
– Section(s) for rigor
– Not just authentication
– “CONSORT-like” checklist
– Clarifies review priorities

• Resources
– Validated, vetted materials
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http://www.consort-statement.org/

http://www.consort-statement.org/


Interim Recommendations

• Training
– Ongoing funded projects (PA-16-060)
– Incorporate into spectrum of ethics training
– NAS: “detrimental research practices”
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https://www.nap.edu/catalog/21896/fostering-integrity-in-research

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/21896/fostering-integrity-in-research

