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113th Congress 



Projected 113th Congress 

Senate 

53 Democrats 45 Republicans 2 Independent 

(+2) (-2)   

House of Representatives 

201 Democrats 233 Republicans 1 Undecided 

(+8) (-8)   



Committees of Jurisdiction 

• Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Committee 

• House Energy and Commerce Committee 
• Senate Labor, Health and Human 

Services, and Education Subcommittee 
• House Labor, Health and Human 

Services, and Education Subcommittee 



A Sequestration Estimate 
  2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Non-Defense Discretionary Caps 
before Reduction  510 520 530 541 553 566 578 590 

Required reduction, dollars  38 37 37 36 35 34 33 32 

Required reduction, percent  7.5% 7.2% 6.9% 6.7% 6.4% 6.1% 5.7% 5.4% 

Resulting Level of Caps 472 483 493 505 518 532 545 558 

Source: Kogan, Richard. How the Across-the-Board-Cuts in the Budget Control Act Will Work. Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities  April 27, 2012 

 



White House and GOP Proposals 
House GOP Counteroffer 

Deficit Reduction 
Revenue through tax 
reform 
 

$800 billion 

Health savings 
 

$600 billion 

Other mandatory savings $300 billion 

Revision to CPI $200 billion 
 

Further discretionary 
savings  
 

$300 billion 

Net Savings $2.2 trillion 

The White House Proposal 

Deficit Reduction 
Eliminating Bush-era tax 
cuts on incomes above 
$250,000 

$950 billion 
 

Tax reform $600 billion 

Cuts to health 
entitlements, primarily 
Medicare 

$350 billion 

Cuts to other mandatory 
spending programs  

$250 billion 

New Stimulus 
New spending to boost 
economy 

$200 billion 

Net Savings $2 trillion 

Source: Little Movement in GOP Cliff Offer.  Politico: December 4, 2012.   



Immense Pressure for Action in   
Six-Week Window 

Source: National Journal, July 2, 2012, Field Guide to the Lame Duck, Nancy Cook. 
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Nov 6, 2012 
Election Day 

Dec 31, 2012 Jan 2, 2013 

Nov 13, 2012 
Lame Duck 

Session Begins 

Jan 1, 2013 
Lame Duck Ends; 

Congress Resumes 

• Bush-era tax cuts expire 
• Emergency unemployment 

benefits end 
• Payroll Holiday Tax ends 
• Alternative Minimum Tax 

exemptions end 
• Deadline for passage of 

Hurricane Sandy 
Supplemental 

• Sequester takes effect 
 $55B in mandatory 

defense cuts 
 $55B in mandatory 

non-defense cuts 

Lame Duck Session 

• Expected to hit 
Debt Ceiling of 
$16.39 trillion 



The Community Stirs in Response to Threat 
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